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The Rhetorical Précis is a highly structured four sentence paragraph that records the essential elements of a unit of spoken or written discourse.

I.  The first sentence includes the name of the writer (usually including a descriptive phrase); the work's genre, title, and date of publication; a rhetorically accurate verb ("asserts," "argues," "implies," "posits," etc., but not "writes" or "states"); and a that clause containing the major assertion (thesis statement) of the work.
II. The second sentence provides an explanation of how the writer develops and/or supports the thesis, usually in chronological order.
III. The third sentence includes a summary of the two or three strongest pieces of evidence in support of the thesis or position.

IV. The fourth sentence evaluates the substance of the author’s argument and provides reasons for that evaluation (thesis statement).
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